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4* =26.0104 exact to two decimal places. 

Also solved by F, P. Mate, and J. F. W. Scheffer. 



PROBLEMS. 



30- Proposed by R. J. ADC00K, Larohland, Illinois. 

When the sum, of the distances of a point of a plane surface, from all its 
other points, is a minimum, that point is the centre of gravity of the plane surface. 



QUERIES AND INFORMATION. 



Conducted by J. M- COLAW, Monterey; Va. All contributions to this department should be sent to him. 



" The Mysterious Formula-'''' 
Referring to my article on "Logarithms of Negative Numbers" pub- 
lished in the April Number, Vol. I., Mr. C. D. Schmitt, on page 214, deduces 

the following singular result: n—— , , ' . 

Another very remarkable result can be deduced from this as follows: 
Dividing by 2, we have-^y-pj- log(— 1)=£tt. This may be written 

logv/-l-* , - , =Ja-. .'. v/-l-i / - 1 =^=4.810477381." This is what Professor 
Benjamin Peirce in his linear Associative Algebra, p. 5 (edition published by 
D. Van Nostrand), calls "the mysterious formula." 

Writing i'for %/— 1, the formula is ^=\/e". 

z 

M. C. Stevens. 

Editor Finkel has notified me that he cannot spare the space for 
further discussion of the possibility of a root of the equation 

4+i/(«— 4)— v / (x+4)=0. I will therefore again refer Mr. Draughon to 
Mr. Horner's article in the Philosophical Magazine, and also to Wentworth's 
Algebraic Analysis, page 278 to page 286. 

H. C. Whitaker. 

The International Mathematical Congress. 
Professor A. Vasiliev, President of the Physico-mathematical Society 



